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REGIONAL ROUNDTABLE MEETING in Sofia 

- OBJECTIVES - 

 

Title: Academic Cooperation for Sustainable Urban and Housing Development in SEE  

Organized and hosted by: University of Architecture, Civil Engineering & Geodesy, Sofia 
(UACG); 

Initiator: Department of Urban Planning, Faculty of Architecture, UACG in partnership with the 
Centre for Energy Efficiency “Eneffect”  

Supported by: Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, WT II/ HUMI 

Period: 24-25 March 2006  

Objectives: 

 To inform about relevant programmes and participation criteria for the upcoming FP7 

 To identify constraints to FP7 participation faced by SEE universities and research 
institutes 

 To discuss possibilities for joint SEE(/EU) research project proposal(s) under FP7   

 To formulate a concept for a “Conference on Academic Co-operation in Land, Urban 
and Housing Research in SEE” to be held in the second half of 2006 

Expected outcome:  

Outline of a common vision on the possibilities for regional academic cooperation in the 
field of research and education to promote sustainable urban and housing development in SEE; 

Consensus on priority areas for academic co-operation in sustainable urban and housing 
development (specific fields of interest identified and agreed); 

Enhanced interest for formulating joint project proposal(s) to be submitted by SEE (and EU 
partner) Universities under the upcoming FP7. 

 
TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED: 

o Urban research needed in SEE cities and towns - challenges set by urban processes and 
transformations in (segmentation of the urban living environment, etc.) and changing 
planning theory and practice (paradigms, legislation, institutional frameworks, etc); 

o Challenges to SEE Universities (capacity constraints, fields of activity, new 
responsibilities and new partners); 

o Regional academic collaboration – traditions and opportunities; priorities in joining into 
European Research Area’ needed EU support. 
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AA GG EE NN DD AA   
Regional Roundtable Meeting on 

Academic Cooperation for Sustainable Urban and Housing Development in SEE, Sofia 
 

 Theme Session Presentations 
March 24, Friday 

9.00 – 9.30 Registration and 
Welcome Coffee  

 

9.30 – 10.00 Opening session 
 

Welcome and introductory remarks by representatives of: 
University of Architecture, Civil Engineering & 
Geodesy – Prof. Dr. Penio Penev, Rector 
Faculty of Architecture – Assoc Prof. Dr Nedialko 
Bonchev 
Stability Pact for SEE, Housing & Urban Management 
Initiative (HUMI) – Mr. Bjorn Gabriel   

ICLEI – Mr Venelin Todorov, Executive Committee 
Member 

10.00 – 12.30 Session 1: 
European 
Research Area – 
opportunities and 
challenges to  
SEE universities 

Briefing on possibilities  for SEE participation in upcoming 
FP7 by DG Research representative, presentations on 
experience from participation in FP5/6 projects  

EC/DG Research - Mr Eric Ponthieu, Head of Section 
“Urban Sustainable Development and Urban Heritage”  
Bulgarian Ministry of Education and Science  

Questions and discussion 
Further contributions:  

UN-HABITAT Kosovo Programmes – Ms Elisabeth 
Belpaire: European Research Area – Opportunities and 
Challenges to SEE Universities; 
UACG, Faculty of Architecture -  Experience in 
international academic cooperation – Prof. Y. Radev, 
Vice Dean, Research and International Relations;  

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch   
13.30 – 15.00 Session 2:  

The city of Sofia 
– urban 
development and 
current planning 
processes, 
challenges to 
sustainability 

Presentations by experts from: 
Sofia in transition and some issues of the living 
environment – Assoc. Prof. Dr Alexander Alexandrov, 
Department of Urban Planning, UACG; 
The Master Plan of Sofia – Yani Valkanov, Sofia Master 
plan;  
Sofia Comprehensive Development Plan and its 
Environmental Assessment - Prof. Dr V. Troeva, 
Department of Urban Planning, UACG; 

15 .00 – 15.30 Coffee   
15.30 – 18.00 Field trip 

around Sofia 
 

20.00 Dinner  
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March 25, Saturday 
9.00 – 10.30 Session 3:  

Spatial 
transformations 
and current 
challenges to 
sustainable urban 
development in 
SEE Cities  
 
 

Presentations by participants  
Urban Transformations in Our Cities - Shift of the 
Paradigms - Prof. Dr. Jasmina Siljanoska and Divna 
Pencic, MA, Faculty of Architecture, University SS. Cyril 
and Methodius, Skopje, Republic of Macedonia 
The Role of Urban Green Spaces in the Quality of Life – 
Dr Veli Ortacesme, Akdeniz University, Turkey 
Present Urban Development Challenges in the City of 
Sarajevo - Zinaida Kadribegovic, Institute for Canton 
Planning, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Balkans Ecological Atlas - Prof Dr Nicola Cekic, 
University of Nis, Serbia 
Urban and Housing Development in Ljubljana- Case 
study of Stanezice – Prof. Lucija Azman Momirski, Deputy 
Dean, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia  
Tirana et sa Region:Une Explosion Urbaine dans un 
Environnement Sensible – Prof. Enver Faja, Polytechnic 
University of Tirana, Albania 
House as a Cultural Object: Ankara 1900-2000 - Dr Ali 
Cengizkan, Middle East Technical University, Ankara, 
Turkey 
Sustainability and open spaces – Prof. Lilli Licka,  
University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, 
Vienna, Austria 

10 .30 – 11.00 Coffee   
11.00 – 12.30 Session 4:  

SEE Universities 
and academic 
research – 
research potential, 
institutional 
capacity, 
challenges and 
barriers;  
 
 

Presentations by participants  
The delay in defining Serbian housing strategy and 
policy: the lack of policy relevant research - Prof. Dr 
Nada Lazarevic Bajec, Marija Maruna, University of 
Belgrade, Serbia And Montenegro 
The Schools of Architecture in a Research Environment 
- Prof. Dr. Vlatko P. Korobar, Faculty of Architecture, 
University  SS. Cyril and Methodius, Skopje, Republic of 
Macedonia 
Cross Cultural Studies / Migration and Architecture: 
Case Of Bulgaria →Turkey - Dr Ali Cengizkan, Middle 
East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey 
From present facts to future possibilities - Assoc. Prof 
Constantin Spiridonidis, , Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki, Greece  
Urban sustainability in the regional context: research 
challenges and outcomes  - Assoc. Prof. Dr E. Dimitrova, 
UACG, Sofia 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch  
13.30 – 15.00 Session 5: 

Building 
partnerships – 

Presentations by participants:  
Networking for capacity building for sustainable 
development and efficient use of energy and water 
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needs, 
opportunities, 
institutional 
capacity and 
barriers  
 
 

resources on the local (municipal) level - Zdravko 
Genchev, Executive Director, Center for Energy Efficiency 
EnEffect, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Promotion of Architectural Heritage in South Eastern 
Europe – Prof. DSc T. Krastev, Dr Boyan Georgiev 
Regional Integration and Metropolitan Development in 
SEE - Dimitris Kallioras, Sotiris Pavleas, Panayiotis 
Artelaris, University of Thessaly, Volos, Greece 
The New Curricula for Master in Urban Planning and 
Management at the University of Prishtina - Ilir Gjinolli, 
Lecturer, University of Prishtina, Kosovo  
The SPARC Project – Spatial Planning and Regional 
Competitiveness:  a Chance to Get Involved in 
Collaborative Learning - Marilyn Higgins, Heriot-Watt 
University, Edinburgh, Scotland 

15.00 – 15.30 Coffee  
15.30 – 17.00 Workshop: 

Options for 
regional 
collaboration and 
networking in the 
area of urban 
sustainability and 
housing  

Discussions on areas of research  interest, priorities and 
focus 

17.00 – 18.00 Closing session:   Memorandum and agenda for future action 
19.00 Dinner  
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 NAME 
POSITION 

TITLE 
ORGANIZATION 

CITY 
COUNTRY 

ADDRESS E-MAIL ADDRESS 

1 
Alexander 
ALEXANDROV 

Assoc. Prof. Dr Department of Urban Planning, UACG 
Sofia,  
BULGARIA 

1 Chr. Smirnenski Blvd,  
1046 Sofia, Bulgaria 

alexal_far@uacg.bg 
 

2 
Rexhepi 
ARTAN 

Programme 
Management Assistant UN-HABITAT  

Pristina, 
KOSOVO 

UN-HABITAT Kosovo, 
Nazim Gafurri Street 33, 
Pristina, Kosovo - UNMIK 

Artan.rexhepi@gmx.net 
 

3 
Panayiotis  
ARTELARIS 

Research associate, 
PhD candidate 

University of Thessaly 
Department of Planning and Regional 
Development 

Volos, 
GREECE 

Pedion Areos PO 38334 
Volos, Greece 

partelar@uth.gr 
 
 

4 
Lucija  
AZMAN MOMIRSKI 

Deputy Dean University of Ljubljana, Faculty of 
Architecture 

Ljubljana, 
SLOVENIA 

Zoisova12 1000  
Ljubljana Slovenia 

Lucija.azman@arh.uni-lj.s 
 

5 
Elisabeth 
BELPAIRE 

Chief Technical 
Advisor UN-HABITAT  

Pristina, 
KOSOVO 

UN-HABITAT Kosovo, 
Nazim Gafurri Street 33, 
Pristina, Kosovo - UNMIK 

belpaire@un.org 
 

6 
Nikola  
CEKIC 

Prof. 

University of Nis-SERBIA, Faculty of 
Civil Engineering and Architecture, 
Department of Town Planning, Design 
and Structures in Building 
Constructions 

Nis,  
SERBIA AND 
MONTENEGRO 

18000 Nis-
Serbia&Montenegro (YU) 
SCG - 18000 NIS - 14 / 111, 
Aleksandra Medvedeva st. 

ncekic@yahoo.com 
  

7 
Ali  
CENGIZKAN 

Assoc. Prof. Dr 
Middle East Technical University, 
Department of Architecture, Inonu 
Bulvari 

Ankara,  
TURKEY 

Middle East Technical 
University, Department of 
Architecture, Inonu Bulvari, 
Ankara, Turkey 

cengizka@arch.metu.edu.tr 
 

8 
Elena 
DIMITROVA 

Assoc. Prof. Dr Department of Urban Planning, UACG 
Sofia,  
BULGARIA 

1 Chr. Smirnenski Blvd,  
1046 Sofia, Bulgaria 

eldim_far@uacg.bg 
 

9 
Enver  
FAJA 

Prof. 

Polytechnic University of Tirana / 
Faculty of Civil Engineering 
Department of Architecture and Town 
Planning 

Tirana,  
ALBANIA 

Rr: "Muhamet Gjollesha", 
Nr. 54,  
Tiana, Albania 

alufi@adanet.com.al 
 

10 
Bjorn  
GABRIEL 

Expert, Housing and 
Urban Management 
Initiative (HUMI) 

Stability Pact for SEE 
Brussels, 
BELGIUM 

c/o Swiss Permanent Mission 
to the EU 
Place du Luxembourg 1/ B-
1050 Brussels, Belgium 

bjoern.gabriel@stabilitypact.org 
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11 
Zdravko  
GENCHEV 

Executive Director of 
the Center for Energy 
Efficiency EnEffect 

Center for Energy Efficiency EnEffect 
Sofia,  
BULGARIA 

1, Hristo Smirnenski Blvd., 
3rd Floor 
1164 Sofia, Bulgaria 

zgenchev@eneffect.bg 
 

12 
Boyan  
GEORGIEV 

Assoc. Prof. Dr Department of Housing Construction, 
UACG 

Sofia,  
BULGARIA 

1 Chr. Smirnenski Blvd,  
1046 Sofia, Bulgaria 

boyangeo_far@uacg.bg 
 
 

13 
Ilir  
GJINOLLI 

Lecturer University of Prishtina, Department of 
Architecture 

Prishtina, 
KOSOVO 

Naser Hajrizi 81 Unmik 
Prishtina, 1000, Kosovo 

ilir_gjinolli@yahoo.com 
 

14 
Marilyn  
HIGGINS 

Senior, Lecturer Heriot-Watt University 
Edinburgh, 
SCOTLAND 

School of the Built 
Environment Heriot-Watt 
University Riccarton 
Edinburgh EH 14 4AS 
Scotland 

m.g.higgins@sbe.hw.ac.uk 
 

15 
Florina  
JERLIU 

Dipl.ing.arch, MA, 
assistant 

University of Prishtina, Faculty of Civil 
Engineering and Architecture  

Prishtina, 
KOSOVO 

B.Diellit, Bl.II, 4/6,  
Prishtina, Kosovo 

florinajerliu@gmail.com 
 

16 
Zinaida  
KADRIBEGOVIC 

Dipl. ing. arh, Expert 
associate for executive 
documentation sector  

Institute for Canton Planning Sarajevo 
Sarajevo,  
BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA 

Branilaca Sarajeva 26 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

ZH@zavodzpr-sa.ba 
 www.zavodzpr-sa.ba 
 

17 
Dimitris  
KALLIORAS 

Research associate, 
PhD candidate 

University of Thessaly, Department of 
Planning and Regional Development 

Volos, 
GREECE 

Pedion Areos PO 38334 
Volos, Greece 

dkallior@uth.gr 
 
 

18 
Vlatko P.  
KOROBAR  

Prof. Dr, Dean Faculty of Architecture, University SS. 
Cyril and Methodius 

Scopje, 
REPUBLIC OF 
MACEDONIA 

Partizanski odredi 24, 1000 
Skopje, Republic of 
Macedonia 

vvpk@ukim.edu.mk 
 

19 
Nada  
LAZAREVIC BAJEC 

Prof. Dr University of Belgrade, Faculty of 
Architecture 

Belgrade,  
SERBIA AND 
MONTENEGRO 

Bulevar Kralja Aleksandra 
336, 11 000 Beograd, Serbia 
and Montenegro 

jbajec@EUnet.yu 
 

20 
Lilli  
LICKA 

Prof. 

University of Natural Resources and 
Applied Life Sciences, Department of 
Landscape, Spatial and Infrastructure 
Sciences, Institute of Landscape 
Architecture 
 

Vienna, 
AUSTRIA 

A-1190 Wien,   
Peter-Jordan-Straße 82 

http://ifl.boku.ac.at 
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21 
Marija  
MARUNA 

Assistant University of Belgrade, Faculty of 
Architecture 

Belgrade,  
SERBIA AND 
MONTENEGRO 

14 Decembra 69/17, 11000 
Belgrade, Serbia & 
Montenegro 

m.ma@sezampro.yu 
 

22 
Veli  
ORTACESME 

Assoc. Prof. Dr 
 

Akdeniz University, Department of 
Landscape Architecture 

Antalya,  
TURKEY 

Akdeniz University, 
Department of Landscape 
Architecture,  
07070 Antalya, Turkey 

ortacesme@akdeniz.edu.tr 
 

23 
Sotiris  
PAVLEAS 

Research associate, 
PhD candidate 

University of Thessaly 
Department of Planning and Regional 
Development 

Volos, 
GREECE 

Pedion Areos PO 38334 
Volos, Greece 

pavleas@uth.gr 
 
 

24 
Eric  
PONTHIEU 

DG Research, 
Head of Unit 1- Urban 
Sustainable 
Development and 
Cultural Heritage 

European Commission 
Brussels, 
BELGIUM 

Rue de la Loi 200, B-1049 
Brussels, Belgium 

eric.ponthieu@cec.eu.int 
 
 

25 
Yordan  
RADEV 

Assoc. Prof. Dr , Vice 
Dean, Research and 
International relations 

Faculty of Architecture, UACG 
Sofia,  
BULGARIA 

1 Chr. Smirnenski Blvd,  
1046 Sofia, Bulgaria 

dani_far@uacg.bg 
 
 

26 
Jasmina 
SILJANOSKA 

Prof. Dr Faculty of Architecture, University SS. 
Cyril and Methodius 

Scopje,  
REPUBLIC OF 
MACEDONIA 

Partizanski odredi 24, 1000 
Skopje, Republic of 
Macedonia 

jasiljan@ukim.edu.mk 
 

27 
Constantin  
SPIRIDONIDIS 

Assoc. Prof. Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
Thessaloniki, 
GREECE 

Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, School of 
Architecture, univ. box 491, 
54124 Thessaloniki, Greece 

spirido@arch.auth.gr 
 
 

28 
Venelin  
TODOROV 

Executive Committee 
Member ICLEI 

Burgas 
BULGARIA 

Municipality of Bourgas, 26 
Aleksandrovska Str,  
Bourgas 8000, Bulgaria 

todorov@obstina-bourgas.org 
 

29 
Vesselina  
TROEVA 

Prof. Dr, Head of 
Department of Urban 
Planning 

Department of Urban Planning,  UACG 
Sofia,  
BULGARIA 

1 Chr. Smirnenski Blvd,  
1046 Sofia, Bulgaria 

vtroeva_far@uacg.bg 
 

30 
Yani 
VALKANOV 

Dipl. arch. Sofia Master Plan 
Sofia,  
BULGARIA 

"Zone B-5", entr. B, bl.8, 
еt.18 
Sofia, Bulgaria  

ogp@sofproect.com 




